MG/TD Front Suspension

Modification

I was not happy with the “soft” front end suspension on my TD.  Although I drive my car with care, it seemed that it could be improved and made a bit more responsive on curves, especially those that happen to be banked the wrong way on some roads.  I decided to do something about it when I changed the front shock absorbers and added the MGB GT V-8 bushings.

By comparing the parts in a Moss MGB catalog with the counterparts of a TD, I figured certain parts would be interchangeable.  I was right.

I bought the following parts from a salvaged MGB for my car:

5/8” Sway Bar

RH and LH Sway Bar Links

RH and LH Front Wishbone Arms

(2) Sway Bar Rubber Mount Brackets

(2) Sway Bar Locators 

(2) Spring Pans

I also bought the following new rubber parts:

(2) Sway Bar Rubber Mounts

(2) Sway Bar Bushings

As much as possible, I used original type TD Whitworth nuts and bolts in lieu of the SAE components used in an MGB.  The rubber bushings in the sway bar links were serviceable and were reused.

All the used parts were cleaned and repainted to conform to the appearance of the other parts on my TD.  I did not mention the fact that I had previously bought the V-8 bushings and other rubber parts used in the front suspension.

The pictures show the difference in the spring pans which have an added “ear” to accommodate the sway bar link.  The wishbone arms are likewise strengthened with a reinforcement welded to the arm.

I used the normal factory recommended procedures to remove and reinstall the front suspension and shock absorbers and will not go into all those details at this time.  This information is readily available from a multitude of other publications and sources including the Service Manual.

After the suspension components were installed, less the sway bar and mounting brackets, I mounted the sway bar to the links.  I assembled the   rubber mounting brackets with the rubber mounts to the frame horn   extension or “dumb iron” as I have heard it called, and held the bracket with a clamp to the frame in order to locate and drill the first mounting hole for each bracket.  I repeated this procedure for the other side.  Then I bolted the brackets, rubber mounts and sway bar up in place to locate and drill a second bolt hole for each bracket.  I considered making a 1/4” thick steel doubler for additional strength to be used on the inside edge of the frame extensions but decided to wait to see if it was needed.  So far, I have found no bending of the frame horn flange where my sway bar brackets are mounted.

I have read where some owners shortened the sway bar link from the original MGB length but I could not see a need for this.  Mine fits together very well and I chose not to modify any parts unless mandatory.  There are rubber bushings in one end of the link and therefore can be expected to need replacement at some future time.  Because of the orientation of the mounting points at each end, a jig would probably have to be used in the rewelding process.  That just leads to unwanted potential problems.  I kept it in the stock configuration.  

The suspension on my TD feels very solid now and I am happy with the results of my effort.  If I had to do it over again, I would do it!

